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The monks passed a considerable part of the day and night at their
devotions in the church, and at the times not set apart for public prayer
and necessary rest every one was obliged to apply himself to some trade
or manual labour, not incompatible with recollection that the house might
be supplied with conveniences. Sallust, Bishop of Jerusalem, appointed
St Sabas superior general of the hermits and our saint of the Cenobites,
or religious men living in community throughout all Palestine,, whence he
was styled the Cenobiarch, These two great servants of God lived in strict
friendship, and had frequent spiritual conferences together; they were
also united in their zeal and sufferings for the church.

The Emperor Anastasius patronised the Eutychian heresy, and used
all possible means to engage our saint in his party, in 513 he deposed
Elias, Patriarch of Jerusalem, as he had banished Flavian II, Patriarch of
Antioch, and intruded Severus, an impious heretic, into that see> com-
manding the Syrians to obey and hold communion with him, S3* Theo
dosius and Sabas maintained boldly the right of Elias, and of John hin
successor; whereupon the imperial officers thought it most advisable to
connive at their proceedings, considering the great authority they had
acquired by their sanctity. Soon after, the emperor sent TheodoniuH si
considerable sum of money, for charitable uses in appearance, but in reality
to engage him in his interest. The saint accepted of it, and distributed
it all among the poor. Anastasius, now persuading himself that he was as
good as gained over to his cause, sent him a heretical profession of faith,
in which the divine and human natures in Christ were confounded into
one, and desired him to sign it. The saint wrote him an answer full of
apostolic spirit; in which, besides solidly confuting the Eutychian error,
he added that he was ready to lay down his life for the faith of the church.
The emperor admired his courage and the strength of his reasoning, and,
returning him a respectful answer> highly commended his generous zeal,
made some apology for his own inconsiderateness, and protested that he
only desired the peace of the church. But it was not long crc he relapsed
into his former impiety, and renewed his bloody edicts against the orthodox,
dispatching troops everywhere to have them put in execution* On the
first intelligence of. this, Theodosius went over all the deserta and country
of Palestine, exhorting every one to be firm in the faith of the four general
councils. At Jerusalem, having assembled the people together, he from
the pulpit cried out with a loud voice: " If any one receives not the four
general councils as the four gospels, let him be anathema/1 So bold
an action in a man of his years inspired with courage those whom the
edicts had terrified. His discourses had a wonderful effect on the people,
and God gave a sanction to his zeal by miracles: one of these was, that on
his going out of the church at Jerusalem, a woman was healed of a cancer
on the spot by only touching his garments, The emperor sent an order